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A soybean industry that is increasingly dependent upon smallholder production rather than importation is emerging in Kenya.  Presently, Kenya processes about 120,000 tons of soybean per year, most of which is imported.  Research and development efforts by the N2Africa Program are assisting smallholders in west Kenya to enter soybean production by promoting new crop varieties, legume inoculants and accompanying technologies.  To date, 29,222 households have explored soybean production, 63% receiving small technology test kits deployed on 200 m2 and the remainder practicing larger scale cultivation (mostly on 0.2 ha).  The preferred varieties are promiscuously nodulating SB 19 and 20, with over 127 tons of seed produced through 87 community-based multiplication efforts and more recently the specifically nodulating SeedCo varieties Saga and Squire.  All varieties respond to inoculation with commercially-available BIOFIX containing bradyrhizobium USDA 110, to date over 1.33 tons of legume inoculant applied as 10, 20, 50 and 100 g packets.  The Sympal fertilizer blend containing P, K, Ca, Mg and S but lacking nitrogen, was developed after nutrient deficiency symptoms were noted on plants receiving SSP.  Together, BIOFIX and Sympal increase soybean yields by 710 kg ha-1 compared to SSP alone, increasing root nodules and crown nodulation by 156% and 42%, respectively.  Training was offered to 47 area agro-dealers in the use, handling and marketing of these products, and BIOFIX and Sympal extended to many of them on credit.  To backstop this effort at the grassroots level, 87 Master Farmers belonging to 24 local organizations were trained in BNF technology, 224 demonstrations installed,  and 16,150 extension materials distributed.  In addition, 25 sets of grain processing kits consisting of scales, moisture meters, tarpaulins and branded sacks were deployed. Earlier in 2012, a buyer sought  soybeans and 16 cooperating groups quickly bulked and sold 262 tons worth $164,000 while retaining 81 tons of seed for the following season.  Soymilk is being prepared in several local communities using a simple mince-and-press technique with nutritional benefits already observed among the most vulnerable orphaned children. Clearly, soybean enterprise has taken root among Kenyan smallholders with multiple benefits to rural communities.
